
Curriculum 
Instruction in each content area at O’Loughlin Elementary School 

is based upon the knowledge that if experiences allowing the hu-

man brain to form connections are utilized, information will be 

more fully learned and retained.  Teachers at O’Loughlin are dedi-

cated to finding the best instructional methods that will develop 

significant learning within an atmosphere that will foster the excite-

ment of discovery.  The classroom teacher is continuously stretch-

ing and extending current student knowledge.  Because O’Loughlin practices an including 

model for gifted and talented students, as well as for the exceptional students, it is essential 

that teachers provide extended learning opportunities. 

 Opportunities for learning have provided O’Loughlin students in a variety of ways 

to challenge and meet their individual needs and learning styles.  Staff members have met to 

develop curriculum objectives for each subject area at 

each grade level which incorporates, but are not limited 

to, district objectives.  Objectives are written to reflect 

the goals and language of national math and science 

standards.  Recent revisions included teaching skills at 

each grade level which build toward meeting Kansas 

Assessment requirements in social studies, science, read-

ing, writing, and math. 

   The O’Loughlin concept provides for hands-on learning for children.  Themes are devel-

oped by the staff and instruction is provided through the year to meet content objectives.  

Authentic learning tasks are developed to make learning    meaningful for children.  Chil-

dren’s fictional and non-fictional material are utilized in the reading program in lieu of a 

basal text. A combination approach of phonics and whole language is used as children read, 

write, and develop learning projects. The traditional mathematics curriculum was found by 

the study group to be far less aggressive than needed by children in today’s demanding 

world. 

 O’Loughlin staff members abandoned the traditional 

mathematics program and designed their own by utilizing 

their creativity and several resources.  A manipulative ap-

proach is utilized which enables children as young as kin-

dergarten and first grade to develop a real understanding of 

the mathematical concepts.  These students are able to proc-

ess problems which involve fractions and simple algebra.  

This basic understanding enables students to move through 

the mathematical concepts at a much more rapid pace. 



Learning Strategies 
 O’Loughlin has garden plots that provide the opportunity 

to learn about soil, plants responsibility and that growing things is 

a process.  It takes lots of work and tender loving care.  The Kan-

sas Department of Wildlife personnel have worked extensively 

with staff members in developing an 

outdoor classroom behind the school.  

This classroom is complete with a pond 

(and all its inhabitants), native grasses, 

and trees.  It has been enlarged to en-

compass a butterfly garden.  Terry Man-

nell, Ellis County Horticulturist, was 

instrumental in the design. 

 Evaluations 
 Student evaluation include an extensive checklist for each grade 

level; furthermore, a culmination of observations, goals, and successes 

are written at the end of the year through a narrative format.  Teachers 

keep ongoing evaluations records and checklists of concepts mastered.  

Parent-teacher conferences are held several times a year with students 

leading the conferences.  At this time, the student, parent, and teacher ex-

amine contents of the student portfolio to determine the progress that has 

been made and to develop student goals for the coming nine weeks.  No 

letter grades are given and students are very involved in determination of 

their own goals. 
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Students at O’Loughlin School have the opportunity to attend 

an after school program.  After school, the options are nu-

merous for students who may stay well beyond the school 

day.  Rocketry, art, drama, sports, cooking, and crafts are 

only a few of the activities the students may select.  These 

programs are parent funded and an option for all students. 



Teachers ~Students Together 
O’Loughlin has an active PTA Board of Directors and a Site-Based Council composed of parents, community 

members, and O’Loughlin staff, who serve in an advisory capacity.  These boards serve as resource and review 

boards for policies, goals, and priorities for O’Loughlin Elementary School.   

 School have ongoing input into the goals and activities at O’Loughlin.  When the school opened, each class-

room of students spent time developing the code of conduct and expectations for O’Loughlin students.  Each year 

the students review the code and make suggestions and recommendations for additions or changes.  

 The O’Loughlin staff is dedicated to the creation of a learning environment that is safe and supportive for 

children.  Teachers often eat lunch with their students even though they 

have a duty-free lunch period.  Teaches supervise their own recesses in or-

der to provide a learning environment free from schedules.  No bells inter-

rupt the school day and classrooms are busy at learning centers.  Teachers 

and students together determine when recess breaks are needed. 

 Teachers~Staff Together 
 The O’Loughlin staff meets during weekly staff development staff meetings.  During this time, the staff 

brainstorms ideas, examines progress and make suggestions for the good of the program.  Each teacher conducts an 

orientation for parents at the beginning of the year.  At this time, the program is well defined and suggestions from 

parents are informed of what is occurring in the classroom, upcoming events, and new units of study, the principal 

send a monthly school wide newsletter.  It is clear that education needs to look at the vastly different ways children 

learn and to provide opportunities for children to meet their very diverse learning needs.  The original goals that 

continue to guide O’Loughlin include helping students develop 

skills so they can: 

 

 Become life-long learners 

 

 Respect and celebrate individual differences 

 

 Become problem solvers 

 

 View themselves as competent learners 



¢ƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ hΩ[ƻǳƎƘƭƛƴ 
 O’Loughlin Elementary School is an innovative, creative 

elementary school located in Hays Kansas.  This community, in 

the heartland of the nation, has a population of about 20,000.  As 

the largest town in the northwest quadrant of Kansas, Hays is a 

retail, medical, and educational hub.  Its economy is rooted in agri-

culture, oil, and tourism.  Fort Hays State University, located on 

grounds near its historical namesake, has nearly 9,000 students.  

The area community is now on rebound from depression in oil 

prices and severe drought.  Despite these difficulties, residents of 

this community are a hearty lot imbued with a real pioneer spirit.  

They also have an abiding commitment to quality education. 

 Turning a Dream Into a Reality 
  O’Loughlin was developed through the dedication of a group of educators from the Hays community who 

met and studied educational research for a two-period.  These educators examined educational literature that 

described elements for successful programs in this country and many other  

 countries.  During the two years, this team was in existence, a dream of what 

education needed to look like began to form.  This dream became a reality 

when the school district purchased a private school building that had been va-

cant for eight years.  At this time, the superintendent and the local Board of 

Education took a brave step and encouraged the study group to design and im-

plement a school that would be a model for others in the nation. 

   

Fort Hays State University 

ę...a dream of what 

education needed 

to look likeğĚ 

 Turning a Dream Into a Reality 
  A partnership was developed with Fort Hays State University to utilized the 

O’Loughlin Project as an opportunity for public schools and Institutes of Higher Learn-

ing to collaborate.  When the O’Loughlin principal was selected, one of her first acts 

was to establish a team of teachers to join her as the direction of the project was devel-

oped.  Some of the first team of teachers remain at O’Loughlin at this time to provide 

leadership and direction for the continuing O’Loughlin Project. 

  O’Loughlin Elementary opened its doors at the beginning of the 1990 school 

year with 210 students.  The school, fittingly, was name for a Kansas pioneer: Kathryn 

O’Loughlin McCarthy of Hays.  She was elected in 1932 as the first woman to represent 

Kansas in Congress; she devoted her public service career to championing children, 

women, the poor, and minorities, especially encouraging educations.  She would be 

proud of the newest school in her hometown. 


